COMMISSION SHIFT

Subject: Please Support HB 4527 to strengthen regulation of oil and gas waste pits
February 14, 2025
Dear Members of the House Energy Resources Committee,

| am signing on in strong support of HB4572: Relating to the regulation by the Railroad
Commission of Texas of certain pits used for the storage and disposal of oil and gas waste.

It is critical that we prioritize clean water and public safety while ensuring that landowners are
fully informed and give their consent before waste pits are buried on their property. These waste
pits, if inadequately overseen by the Railroad Commission of Texas, pose significant risks to our
environment — particularly our precious water resources, which are essential for the health and
well-being of our communities.

The potential for contamination of groundwater and surface water from poorly maintained or
improperly lined waste pits is a serious concern. Produced water and sludge containing oil
carcinogens, salt, and radionuclides are byproducts of oil and gas extraction and can degrade
water quality, threaten essential water supplies, and lead to severe health problems for humans,
animals, and agriculture.HB 4572 will help prevent environmental hazards by establishing new
groundwater protections, requiring operators to bond the cost for waste pit closures upfront, and
strengthening siting and construction standards.

Furthermore, landowners must be thoroughly informed, and their consent obtained before any
waste pits are established. Transparent communication and respect for property rights are
crucial in creating trust and cooperation between industry stakeholders and Texas communities,
especially those already unfairly burdened by pollution.

The updates to waste pit rules in House Bill 4572 reflect a more responsible approach to
handling oil and gas waste that will better safeguard our public health and ensure that our water
remains clean and safe for future generations.



Sincerely,

Virginia Palacios

Executive Director, Commission Shift Action

Julie Range

Policy Manager, Commission Shift Action
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G2090

9808 Harbor Dr
2301 Bradwood Ct
380 Turkey Holw
27 Mulberry Glen PI
56 S Quailrun Ave
8423 Carvel Ln
2316 Peaceful Pointe Dr
12321 Ashcroft Dr
212 Valley Dr

1010 Peden St 3
1416 A Harold St
13310 Trail Driver

10510 Six Pines Dr
6105

5667 Ferguson Ave
7013 Priscilla Dr
666 Twin Cedars

319 Ridgebriar Dr

1805 Robinwood Dr

574 Jefferson Dr

Keller
Houston

Dallas

Oklahoma City
Arlington
Wimberley
The Woodlands
Port Lavaca
Houston

Little EIm
Houston
Conroe
Houston
Houston
Austin

Spring

Farmersville
Austin

Leander
Wimberley
Richardson
College Station

Fort Worth

Denton

Kyle

X
X
X

OK
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

TX
TX
TX
TX
TX
TX

TX

X
X

76248
77061
75247

73162
76011
78676
77382
77979
77036
75068
77035
77303
77006
77006
78737

77380

75442
78752
78641
78676
75080
77840

76111

76205
78640



Tom
Smitty

Fr. Dennis
John
Janice
Megan
William
Selene
LAURA
Dr. Betty
Cecile

charles

William

Casey
Annick
Gregory
Jane
Lisa

Nita
Jeanne
Roxanna

Jeanne
Dupre'

Calvin

Donald
Bruce

Rebecca

Smith

Schafer
Zeigler
Zitelman
Brown
Gage
Escalera

BRIGGS

Aaron-Harper

Burandt

erminger

Perkison

Forrest
Maddox
Kay

Van Praag
Brenskelle
J Harmon
Weido
Dittlof

Weido

Ballard

McEwen

Warren

605 Carismatic Ln

701 E Pyron Ave

513 Peace Pipe Way
6590 Reeh Rd

1127 Orchard Park Cir
11821 Gwen Evans Ln
1881 Bering Dr

345 PO

12420 Sawmill Rd 69
609 Mallette Dr

2815 Kings Crossing Dr
312

5235 Lymbar Dr
RASW1040

20525 Cypresswood Dr
PO Box 354

2823 La Branch St

629 Broadway St

3729 Sunset Blvd

3405 Wolfe Cir

3729 Sunset Blvd

2600 Lakefront Trl 3053
STREET

Austin

San Antonio

Georgetown

Fredericksburg

Pflugerville
El Paso
Houston

Grandfalls

The Woodlands

Victoria

Kingwood

Houston

Austin

Kyle
Cypress
Bartlett
Houston
Whitesboro
Houston
Plano

Houston

Rockwall

Austin

Woodway

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

TX

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

78748

78214
78628
78624
78660
79936
77057
79742
77380
77904

77345

77096

78756
78640
77433
76511
77004
76273
77005
75025
77005

75032
78726

76712



Andrew
AR
Jan
James
Virginia
Jackie
Sharon
Doreen

Steven M

Boehmer
Howard
Falcona
Doty
Jevric

De Hon
Bennett
Smithwick

Rosenberg

144 Park Hill Dr
8453 Towneship Ln

309 Barberry Park

2109 Connie Dr
2728 Gold Rush Ln
2318 Placid Dr

34 Cielo Vista Plz

Jacksonville
San Antonio
Dallas
Driftwood
Boerne
Canyon Lake
Carrollton
Carrollton

San Angelo

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

75766

78212

75243

78619

78006

78133

75007

75007

76904



