
P-13 Wells: Wells initially permitted by the RRC as oil and gas wells, but are either dry holes or
otherwise inactive. An operator must plug the well to the base of useable quality water and may
then convey the well to the landowner as a water well. The modern form used by the RRC to
convey the well is called Form P-13.
Abandoned Well: “Abandoned” is an ambiguous term often used interchangeably with the terms
“orphaned” and “inactive,” which can be confusing. Abandoned wells may have ceased production
and been properly plugged by the operator, or they may be inactive and unplugged or orphaned
without a responsible operator on file.

Shut-in: A well that has been inactive for less than 12 months.
Active operation: As defined in TAC §3.15(a)(1), active operation is ”regular and continuing
activities related to the production of oil and gas for which the operator has all necessary
permits. In the case of a well that has been inactive for 12 consecutive months or longer
and that is not permitted as a disposal or injection well, the well remains inactive for
purposes of this section, regardless of any minimal activity, until the well has reported
production of at least five barrels of oil for oil wells or 50 Mcf of gas for gas wells each
month for at least three consecutive months, or until the well has reported production of at
least one barrel of oil for oil wells or at least one Mcf of gas for gas wells each month for
12 consecutive months.”

“(A) for which the commission has issued a permit;
(B) for which production of oil or gas or another activity under the jurisdiction of the
commission has not been reported to the commission for the preceding 12 months; and
(C) whose operator's commission-approved organization report has lapsed.”

Orphaned Well: The Railroad Commission defines orphaned wells as “inactive, non-compliant
wells that have been inactive a minimum of 12 months and the responsible operator's
Organizational Report (Form P-5) has been delinquent for greater than 12 months.”  The Railroad
Commission lists orphaned wells on a monthly report.  A list of wells remaining to be plugged
with priority codes is also available.
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Inactive well: Inactive wells still have an active operator on file and are not necessarily
“orphaned.” As defined in TAC §3.15(a)(6) an inactive well is “an unplugged well that has been
spudded or has been equipped with cemented casing and that has had no reported production,
disposal, injection, or other permitted activity for a period of greater than 12 months.” The
Railroad Commission lists inactive wells on its monthly Inactive Well Aging Report.
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Texas Natural Resources Code Sec. 89.047 defines orphaned wells as wells: 


